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Thandi’s story 
 

Thandi’s mom, Joy, is a widow and domestic worker here in 
Kloof.  A friend told her about Neema – that we teach children 
who couldn’t otherwise afford extra lessons.  We assessed 
Thandi at the beginning of 2011 and found that, because of 
severe learning barriers, she was several years behind in her 
reading ability.  She has been coming to us for the last two 
years and has benefitted greatly from her faithful attendance! 
We admire her perseverance in walking here regularly - in all 
kinds of weather.  Thandi, we are SO proud of you and of all the 
progress you have made. 

A Letter from Thandi’s mother 
I am Joy Zulu.  My daughter, Thandi, attends Neema.  Neema 
has helped me so much with Thandi because she was battling 
with her reading.  Neema has helped me a lot with her because I, 
as her mother, am not educated and have not always been able 
to help her with her homework.  Sometimes she uses her Neema 
exercise book to find the right way to pronounce a word.  I don’t 
have to worry so much now because Neema is there to help me 
and my daughter.  Thank you Neema and  
all the helpers there.  God loves you  
and we do too.  Joy and Thandi Zulu 
 

  



Well done, Benedict! 
 
The staff at KJP recommended that Benedict, son of a 
domestic worker, should attend Neema for help with his 
reading.  In spite of his learning barriers, he has improved 
greatly over the last two years here with us.  
SMS from his mom after prize giving: 
“Benedict won most outstanding progress in Gr. 3 and another 
certificate for excellent progress.  Also got a trophy! He is 
sooooo chuffed and we are all so proud!  Thank you for all your 
work with him this past year!  We want him to come to you in  
the new year.” 
 

Some good news from Caiden’s family! 
 
Caiden started here at Neema about 22 months ago because 
he was having difficulty with his reading.  His mom was here 
yesterday with his most recent report and we were excited to 
see that his reading and comprehension have now progressed 
to being average and above average in his grade at school.  We 
are SO proud of you, Caiden!  A BIG well done from us all.  The 
only sad part is that we will miss Caiden next year as he no 
longer needs to study with us – but he has promised to come 
back and visit us.  

  



 

 

Thabo’s Story 
 

Thabo is an intelligent Gr. 6 learner struggling to reach his full 
potential at school because of an attention deficit disorder.   
His parents are domestic workers here in Kloof and are unable 
to afford the individual remedial help he needs.   

For about a term now he has been coming to lessons where he 
follows a program with 3 different teachers, catering for his 
specific needs.  Last week, after the exam results came out, we 
were all very excited to hear from his teacher that he has 
made considerable progress in various areas.  Well done Thabo.  
You are such a pleasure to work with and we’re proud of you. 

What does Thabo’s mother think about Neema? 
I am so pleased with Neema because it helps children like my 
son and is making a real difference in his life. 

 

 


